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Millet

Bacterial Stripe
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Identification and Life Cycle

Bacterial stripe of millet is caused by the bacterium Pseudomonas syringae pv. panici. Little is known
about how the bacterium infects millet, disseminates within and among fields, or survives between
susceptible crops. The disease is probably similar to other diseases caused by pseudomonads, where the
pathogen establishes large populations on leaves before infecting the plant through natural openings or
wounds. The pathogen is likely disseminated between fields by irrigation water, aerosol movement, and
contaminated workers and equipment. Related pathogens are known to survive on leaves of numerous
crops and weeds, volunteer crop plants, and in crop debris.

Plant Response and Damage

Bacterial stripe symptoms and damage are not well known, but the disease appears as water-soaked
streaks on leaves. Lesions become brown as they age, and dried scales of bacterial exudates may be
present on lesions. The disease is of little concern during most years in the High Plains region.

Management Approaches

Biological Control

No biological control strategies have been developed for bacterial stripe

Cultural Control

No cultural control strategies have been developed, but management practices for other diseases caused
by P. syringae include a two-year or longer rotation to non-hosts, sanitation of weeds, volunteer crop
plants, and crop debris, use of pathogen-free irrigation water sources, and avoiding working in fields
when foliage is wet.

Chemical Control

No chemical controls are available for bacterial stripe.
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